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Bulletin Board A group eats on the picnic tables outside the Tastee Inn & Out drive-
Public Access through restaurant on Gordon Drive Monday. Tail lights form a streak

Opinion in this time-exposure photograph. (Photo by Tim Hynds)

Sports One of Sioux City's first -- if not THE first -- fast food
Outdoors restaurants celebrates a birthday July 4. The Tastee
Almanac Inn & Out at 2610 Gordon Drive turns 47.

Obituaries
A trendsetter from the get-go, Tastee Inn & Out
Classifieds continues to make the two items that put it on the
Auto Mall map: Onion chips and the Tastee sandwich. An onion
Real Estate chip is shaped like a potato chip. It's taken from one
Legals layer of the onion, then battered a fried. Homemade

Special Sections dip, a recipe created by owner/founder Marie
Calligan, accompanies the chips.

The Tastee, meanwhile, is ground beef on a bun
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mixed with the Calligan family's secret sauce.

"None of the food comes in to us frozen," explained
current owner Jean Calligan, daughter of founders
Marie and the late Vincent Calligan. "We take the
meat, mix it with our sauce and cook it. We also cut
and bread the onion chips every day."
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To mark the 47th anniversary, Tastee Inn & Out will
offer a special Saturday: Customers can buy Tastee
sandwiches for 25 cents apiece. (There is a limit of
six per drive-through order).

"We sold 3,000 sandwiches on the anniversary last
year," commented Calligan, who has worked for or
managed the place since she was 7. "We had cars

lined up for three blocks. It reminded me of the old

days."
The good old days

Vincent Calligan came to Sioux City from West Bend,
Iowa, in the 1940s. He married Marie, the daughter
of Polish immigrants, in 1940. Together, the couple
went into the bar business. In the early 1950s, the
couple met Jug Jorgensen of Lincoln, Neb. Jorgensen
had opened a Tastee Inn & Out in the Nebraska
capital. He thought a similar drive-in restaurant could
work in Sioux City.

"Back in the 1950s, there was no fast food," said Jean
Calligan. "McDonald's wasn't here yet. And the car for
families was a big thing following World War II. The
drive-through was a pretty new concept. They

thought that driving out to eat might be a good idea.”

The Calligans had the place built. And soon the cars
began rolling through, rather rapidly. "Our motto
was: A car per minute," Jean Calligan recalled.

Tastees cost 15 cents at the time. French fries were
15 cents and drinks cost 10 cents. The restaurant
also offered ice cream cones and shakes. It now has
the Tastee Pup (a hot dog with special sauce) and
chilli, served only in the winter.

A regular Thursday special for a Tastee, onion chips
and drink goes for about $4 these days.

Other than that, not much has changed. The neon
sign beckoning travelers along Gordon Drive is
original. There are no seats within the red and white
colored place, just as it was nearly five decades ago.

The site design was modified, however. "Our initial
design was for pick-ups to be made on the
passenger's side of the car. Back then, we always
thought someone else would be in the car," Calligan
said.

"Eating in cars was popular then. Everything around
the car was a social thing," she said.
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Charts showing multiple orders were kept handy,
allowing staff to quickly figure prices and tax. The
Tastee Inn & Out in Lincoln, Calligan said, didn't even
offer single orders back then. Everyone, she said, ate
as a family group.

And lots of Siouxland families tried the Tastee Inn &
Out in that first year or two. Many of them returned.

"On Fridays and Saturdays sometimes we'd have to
get the police as vehicles were backed up on the
bridge over the Stockyards," she said.

The business has had its ups and downs through the
years, Calligan stated. But, she added, the future
remains bright because the business stayed with its
core product -- and in doing so, remained unique.

"I had one man tell me that as his parents were going
to the hospital to have him delivered they stopped at
Tastee Inn & Out for a meal," Calligan said, laughing.
"And there was a couple recently who moved back to
Sioux City. The husband was originally from here, his
wife was from California. They pulled in here with the
U-Haul. It was the first stop in town they were going
to make."

Hundreds of Sioux City natives make the place a stop
during summer visits. For many, it's a part of their
history.

"People have memories tied up in this," she said.

Recently, Jane and Michael Stern of Roadfood.com
and Gourmet magazine had lunch at Tastee Inn &
Out. The Sterns reviewed their Tastee sandwich and
onion chips on their website (www.roadfood.com).

"I get stories from people like those having the baby
or the couple with the U-Haul and I think that's the
kind of thing the Sterns look for," said Calligan.

A slice of Americana, so to speak. From the seat of a
car.

Tastee Inn & Out, 2610 Gordon Drive, Sioux City,
celebrates its 47th anniversary from 11 a.m. to
midnight Saturday with 25-cent Tastee sandwiches
for drive-through customers only.



